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NEW OPPORTUNITY

After 20 years, Ruth’s Chris leaves !5$21111:13,,r Sprlngs for Alpharetta

A longrime Sandy Springs steakhodse is
refocating to Alpharetta

Affer mobe than 20 vears on Bosyell
R, the awners of the Ruth's Chris
Staak Howse in Sandy Springs are
MOVIng 0o @ e gpol:

The team - franchisees Nm Brooks,
Phill Brooks. Mark Oswald and Manay
Oawald - have purchased a 2.3-acre
site weith a rowghly 18, 000-sguore- foat
restanrant an Haynes Bridees Road in
Alpharetto. The fwo-stocy siroeciurne was
origimally huilt os Rainwiler Restaurant
and includes barwguet Eecilities and a
laric K winge rwan.

“This was an appartunity that we
simply had o sefre,” co-oswner Jim
Broolks said in an announcement

The plan is {0 invest abawf a million
dhodlars into renovating The baikding,
said Mancy Ogwvakd. The hope 5 0
reapen this fll

“It has been a wonderful 20-plus
years [n sandy Springs, bue the Haymes
Bridge sive affers the ability i b= ina
clistinet frade arest from aur ofher three
Afkanda restou mnts With The bomas of
unprecedenied esent space,” sakl co
e Mark Ogwalid.

Thie Brosaks and the Oswalds are the
largess franchisess of the Buth's Chrls
Brandd. The team has restaurants (n
Genrgin, Alahamu, South Caraling ancd
Ten nesose,

Michael O'Donnedl, chairmoan anc
CEO of Ruth's Hespitality Group Ing..
in 1 staterment,
Aaid he's confldent
the tewrm will
brime “passion
wnil dedication
1o Alpharei
Ensuring
oLests have
memosable di ming

Haredd "'“:;I',:;';ﬂ
shumacher
ik o Shumachear,

presiclent ar
The Shumachear Growp Inc. in Arlanri,
represented the bayer in the deal.

Steve Lanofiord, investiment siles vioe
presldent ot Ackerman & Co, and Alan
Shawe sendor landlord pepresentative with
The Shopping Center Group, repressnbsd
the seller, LELE Hobdings L1

Hotel indusiry at peak performance
Thie VLS hotel industry & an fire.
According to nesw data from PEF
Hospitadity Resaarch LLC, which has
an office in Atlanta, average oocupkney
rafes across The nation are expected o
reach Gd.6 percent this yetr.
That's higher than the pre- récession
peak of 63,1 percent reported in 2006,
“Thee demestic hatel [ndustey is
aperating at peak performance,”
Bark Woodwarth, president of PEF

HPEC|AL

Futh's Clirs frosehisees (ot Hlght) Naecy Oewakd, Mark Gswakd, i Brooks asd Bhil Brooks are relocating thelr sfeaklsuse
fr Sandy Sprtegs to Alpharetta. The steakhouse wall tekee the former Rainsater Restaurant on Hognes Bridge Road dat leftl.

Hospitality Besearch, sid in a release.
“We can stop using the term recovery
Im 34 and 2045, our firm is forecasting
sevenl all-time highs for some of the
MSST Imparmant nseieics in the hodel
Ihaginess.”

Another aptimistic star is that supgshy
growth I8 expected
o mermaln below
the ang-run
wverage of 1.9
percent through
200 With [ewver
nevw hadels coming
into the rmarket,
aperators may be
alile t Increase
wvenge daily rates
resulting in rolust
revenue per available roorm B PR
arcwth throwsh 20146,

ooric

Wiendwnorth

Tax changes for restawrants

The Gaorgia Department of Bevenus
hag proposed new rules relating to how
purchases and sules mace by restaurants
are taved.

The changes follow a larger
matkomyide effort to clarify varions
terms such as “food [npredients,”
‘prepared food” and “food packaging,”
all ol which mayr be taved differently

“The changes wre cpuife significant
far the restaurant industry,” Said Julian
Fortuna. o tax afformey with Atlanta
lazed Tayler Enghish Durma LLP whao
represents clienes in the hospleality
Incfustry. “Mary of the provisions
contained in these new rules are going
tex Beneefit 1o the incustry Some will he
derrimenial.”

Amondg the ne rules, restiurinik
will not be taxed on their purchases of
disposable food packaging items such as
contalners, boes and wrappers, They
also won't be taxed an their purchoses

il single- use items that are provided
wiith meals to customers, such as
utensils, strows and napkins,

Those changes could acld up o
significont savings for some restaurants,

Aninrher changs requires resurdnes
o [y seles o on any mandansry
graruities thar customers are charged
{such 4= 18 percent Hps charaed for
Larpe parties), This could end up costing
resfourants money as did a simikar
change made by the [TRS 0 the income
Lax treatmient of swch graneities back in
K2, Bortuna &aid.

The Dlepartiment of Bevenue looks
to adope the new rules at g fune 149
meeting, Comments are belng collected
unlil that date

Mew restaurant grougp

ety Behind restawrants including
The Big Ketch, Tin Lizzy's Cantinea,
Simake Belly BEO and Milton's Calsine
amd Cocktalls howe formally launched
a restourant group called Southern
Propar Hos pitality,

“We see Southem Proper a8 oanr
restnurant collection.” sid Ghria
Hadermann, ane of the three prineipls
af the new restaurant aroug, akong with
Jahn "IP Piamante and Mile Evertsaen

“What's exciting for us is having this
appariunity in Atlanfo to deliver whal
bocals want,” he said. “Ltirnasely we
skl fo eredte fuluee “institulions’ in
the pestau rant industry [t's noe aboat
Lizing trendy o flashyg We'se creating
establishments that are timeless
amd perscnahle se thaf we can turn
customers info loyal, liferime puests.”

Guido Piecinhi. formerly af Pricci
restaurant, will handle daoy-to-day
operations, serving as chief operating
afficer

Southern Proper plans o open
i restaurants this Sepdember at the

Buckhead Atlanta mixved-use project:
Thie Southern Gentleman amd Gy psy
Kirchen,

Plan B Burgers

Coannechicul-lased Man B Burger

Bar, which enphaszizes chemical -free
mieskt, “nateral Foutkgue Bourbon® and
SAmerican craft beers, plans t apen (s
first Alanta kecation,

In wdddition 1o Atlanfa, the company
plans 1o apen locations in Besion.
Chicags and Washingron, [LC

Currenthy, there are Plan B
restaurants in Conmecticut and
Massrchusetts,

Flan B did not say when and where il
will operate in Atlanta,
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